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ABSTRACT 

This comprehensive booklet treats foreign language 
instruction development, current practices, and observable trends’* 
Sections on the changing role of foreign language instruction and on 
methodology are emphasized* Social pressures, international events, 
and changing educational attitudes since the turn of the century are 
discussed* Methods used in audiolingual instruction are described in 
terms of instructional objectives, procedures appropriate for 
different achievement levels, and teacher preparation* Other sections 
on the national interest in foreign languages, materials and 
equipment, evaluation, scheduling the language program, the 
administrator’s role, and future trends are included* Each section 
has its own bibliography* (AF) 
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Preface 



Tire Changing Curriculum: Modern Foreign Languages 
1 A s ™ er contribution in the series of booklets developed by the 
i".c Commission on Current Curriculum Developments. In a 
brief space the booklet accomplishes some important tasks. It deals 
with a broad range of problems faced by administrators and teachers 
m making decisions about foreign language teaching and learning. 

Beginning with the role of foreign languages in the “national 
interest context, the booklet moves through the problems of meth- 
odology, materials and equipment, evaluation, scheduling, admin- 
istration, and future trends in this important area of curriculum 
development. 

Concise but comprehensive, brief but packed with essential 
information, this booklet should be extremely valuable for all who 
have a role in decision making regarding the establishment and 
development of quality foreign language programs in the schools. 

June 1968 Muriel Crosby 

President 1968-69 
Association for Supervision 
and Curriculum Development 
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The National Interest in 
Foreign Languages 



IT HAS become a matter of national interest to increase 
the number of Americans who can understand and speak a foreign 
language. Since the inception of the National Defense Education 
Act in 1958, approximately $65 million have been expended to 
provide institutes for about 25,000 foreign language teachers who 
have been retrained to meet the challenge of the audio-lingual 
approach. 

Between 1958 and 1964, the total high school population in 
grades nine through twelve rose from 7,897,232 to 11,075,343— an 
increase of 40 percent. In the same six-year period, modem foreign 
language enrollment grew from 1,298,687 to 2,901,667— an increase 
of 124 percent. Over 26 percent of the total high school population 
studied a modem foreign language in 1964 and that percentage has 
been increasing. 1 

Most of the fifty states now have one or more foreign language 
supervisors or consultants in the Department of Public Instruction. 
These consultants are experienced teachers who are well trained in 
modem instructional approaches, techniques, materials, and equip- 

1 Foreign Language Annals. New York: Modem Language Association of 
America. No. 1; October 1966. 



